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DATE:
December 17, 2012
TO:

Vaccines For Children Providers
FROM:
Rubén A Tapia, MPH. Director


DHH OPH Immunization Program

Subject:
Centers for Disease and Control CDC Recommended Storage and Handling Guidelines
The United States currently has the safest, most effective vaccines in history. As an immunization provider, you play an important role in helping to ensure the safety and efficacy of vaccines through proper vaccine storage and handling practices. In response to the June 2012 Office of Inspector General’s report on the Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program Vaccine Storage and Handling policies, the Centers for Disease and Control (CDC), National Center for Immunization & Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD), Immunization Services Division has issued Interim Storage and Handling Guidelines.  Proper vaccine storage and handling practices play a very important role in protecting communities from vaccine-preventable diseases.

Over the past year, there have been a number of situations where clinic staff regularly marked out-of-range temperatures on vaccine refrigerators/freezers without taking any further action. Unfortunately, this has led to large and costly amounts of wasted vaccine, and many patients needing to be re-vaccinated. It is very important to pay attention to your refrigerator and freezer temperatures. We encourage you to remind all staff of the correct temperatures for storing vaccine, and to review recent temperature logs to make sure there haven’t been any times where the vaccine was too warm or cold.

In addition to checking temperatures, appropriate storage and handling equipment is essential to avoid out-of range temperatures. is engaged in ongoing studies to determine best practices for protecting vaccines.  Based on these early results they have provided interim vaccine storage and handling guidance. Here are a couple recommendations we wanted to let you know about, especially if you are considering purchasing new equipment soon.
While these are only recommendations at this time, they may become federal Vaccines for Children program requirements in the future and we want providers in Louisiana to be well prepared.

Have the right thermometer!
· Use a digital thermometer with the probe inserted in a vial of biosafe glycol or a vial of glass beads.  This type of thermometer more accurately reflects the actual temperature of the packaged vaccine inside the unit.
· Use of a digital data logger thermometer with detachable probes is ideal. The benefit of a digital data logger (with detachable probe) is that it can be programmed to record and store temperature details at frequent (every 15-30 minutes) intervals for continuous 24-hour temperature monitoring.

Have the right refrigerator and/or freezer.

· Stand-alone refrigerator and stand-alone freezer units rather than combination refrigerator/freezer units are highly recommended for storing vaccines. Freezing of refrigerated vaccines affects vaccine efficacy, so it is especially important that refrigerators be selected and set up to eliminate the chance of freezing vaccine.
· Lab- or pharmacy- grade purpose built refrigerator and freezer units are ideal.
· Discontinue use of a dorm-style or bar-style refrigerator/freezers for ANY vaccine storage
· When you purchase your next refrigerator or freezer, consider purchasing a stand-alone refrigerator and stand-alone freezer unit or lab/pharmacy grade unit.  Check out the following resources for making sure vaccines are stored correctly.

· Louisiana Immunization Program Policies and Procedures Manual - CDC’s Storage and Handling Toolkit has been updated and is available on LINKS at 
· https://linksweb.oph.dhh.louisiana.gov/linksweb/main.jsp and also at the CDC website:
·  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/storage/default.htm. 
· The Interim Vaccine Storage and Handling Guidance along with the Frequently Asked Questions for the Interim Guidance included in this important notice.

Vaccine quality is a shared responsibility of everyone, from the time vaccine is manufactured until it is administered. 
Inquiries may be directed to the Immunization Program at 504-838-5300. The Immunization Program appreciates your part in distributing, and making this memo available to your staff. 
Thank you!
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Please route to:


Clinical supervisor


Medical director


Clinic manager


Clinic staff


Pharmacy
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